February 2008 Newsletter
FROM THE GROUNDS SUPERVISOR:
The grounds crew has been hard at work making improvements to keep Gate of Heaven safe both now and in the years to come.  Several of the old trees which were noted to be dead or dying were removed and replaced with younger trees. We have also pruned a lot of dead wood out of existing trees for your safety.

Sadly, the drought of 2007 will claim more trees this year and we wait and hope to see if they come back or not.  

The crew removed trees and bushes from around the Bell Tower.  Look for new flowers and fountain this spring!  We are in process of removing the trees and shrubs from the Mausoleum area also.  
During the winter there are some areas of the cemetery that hold water.  We are unable to avoid working in or near these areas and consequently our equipment can cause markers and/or vases to sink or be covered with mud. If your loved one’s grave is under water or sunken, please let the office know so that an order can be issued for repair.  Please be aware that this type of repair cannot be accomplished until the weather and ground conditions improve.

If you have a new marker ordered it will be set once we get the grave sodded/seeded and dried.  The weather during the winter creates unstable grave sites and setting markers now will only add to the list of repairs needed in the spring.
If you see a colored flag on your loved one’s grave it simply means that the grave needs attention and will be tended to in early spring.  This is especially true of new graves to help the crew avoid them when covered with snow.
Complementary vases will again be provided for your use at four locations throughout the cemetery.

Flowers and decorations are removed every Tuesday from February 15th through November 15th. Exceptions are Mother’s Day and Father’s Day removals on Wednesday.  Memorial Day on Thursday and Friday.

Infant gardens’ decoration bins will be emptied and contents discarded on March 1st and September 1st.  Be sure to retrieve anything you want to keep before these dates.

General News from the Office
Spring Candlelight Service has been moved up to the second Monday in March, March 10th due to Holy Week.
Plan to attend our Memorial Day Field Mass, May 26th.  More details when available.

